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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF    THE 


SELECTMEN,  TREASURER 

Town     Clerk,     School    Board,     and     Librarian 

OF    THE 


TOWN  OF  GROTON 


FOR    THE 


Year  Ending  February  i^,  1906. 


BRISTOL,  N.  H. 
From  the  Press  of  R.  W.  Musgrove 
1906  .  -   -    . 


Town  Officers 


Selectmen,    CHARI.IE    D.    JEWELL,    CHARLES   A. 
DAVIS,  HERBERT  R.  HALL 


Town  Clerk,  WILLARD   -.  HUNKINS 


Treasurer,  D.-.NIEL  KIDDER 


Collector,  PRESCOTT  M.  PLUMER 


Supervisors,  PRESCOTT  M.  PLUMER,  J.  D.  L.  HALL, 
ALFRED  A.  REMICK 


Librarian,  BARRON  S.  KINNE 


Selectmen's  Report 


VALUATION  APRII,  i,  1905 


Resident  valuation,  land  and  buildings 

$47,686  00 

Non-resident 

27,364  00 

No.  Polls,  85  value 

8,500  00 

Horses,  89 

2,368  00 

Oxen,  22 

1,034  00 

Cows,   154 

2,502  00 

Neat  stock,  64 

884  00 

Sheep,  190 

482  00 

Goats,  8 

16  00 

Hogs,  I 

12    GO 

Stock  in  trade 

1,430    00 

Mills  and  machinery 

2,900   00 

$95,178  00 


MONEY  RAISED  BY  TOWN 


Town  charges 

School  mone}^  required  by  law 

State  tax 

County  tax 

Highway 

To  get  State  aid 

Overlay 


$700 

00 

315 

CO 

178 

50 

197 

33 

951 

78 

49 

00 

35 

43 

$2,427 

04 

4 

SCHOOL  MONEY  FOR  1905 

Required  by  law 

$315  00 

State  school  fund 

289  00 

I/iterary  fund 

45   10 

Dog  license 

42  73 

$689  83 

HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES 

Paid: 
P.  M.  Plumer 

A.  A.  Remick 
J.  H.  Brown 
E.  A.  Muzzey 
G.  W.  Bailey 
E.  A.  Eastman 

B.  S.  Kinne 
Josiah  Wheet 
J.  D.  L.  Hall 
W.  A.  Colburn 
W.  A.  Elliott 
Daniel  Kidder 
Frank  Kidder 

D.  H.   Powers 
G.  C.  Craig 
J.  W.  Burley 

C.  H.  Ford 

$868  84 

MISCELLANEOUS  BILLS 

Paid  : 

E.  E.  Babb  &  Co.,  school  books  "  $7  06 


^98 

19 

102 

31 

66 

73 

54 

67 

146  96 

20 

02 

86 

24 

102 

86 

38 

07 

48 

14 

13 

20 

23 

10 

25 

20 

7 

30 

20 

GO 

8 

85 

7 

CO 

A.  G.  Brown,  express  on  books 

E.  A.  Eastman,  town  supplies 

L.  E.  Dodge,  return  of  births 

R,  W.  Musgrove,  printing 

Daniel  Kidder,  repairing  road  machine 

E.  E.  Babb,  school  books 

A.  G.  Brown,  school  supplies 

W.  H.  Hunkins,  town  supplies 

E.  E.  Babb,  school  books 

A.  S.  Cross,  water  tub 

B.  S.  Kinne,  library  trustee  fund 
E.  E.  Babb  &  Co.,  school  books 
A.  G.  Brown,  express  on  books 
J.  B.  Smart,  water  tub 

P.  M.  Plumer,  order  book 

' '  tax  bills 

G.  W.  Bailey,  express  on  books 
E.  E.  Babb,  school  books 
R.  E.  Lane,  school  supplies 
W.  H.  Hunkins,  recording  and  returning 
Burley  &  Adams,  legal  advice 
Independent  Hall  Asso.,  rent  of  hall 
CD.  Jewell,  express  on  town  supplies 
J.  W.  Burley,  paid  on  note 


TOWN  OFFICERS'   BILES 


«5i 

05 

6 

44 

50 

i8 

35 

9 

10 

20 

40 

4 

20 

62 

55 

65 

6 

71 

3 

00 

15 

00 

6 

31 

60 

2 

00 

I 

00 

I 

25 

I 

50 

5 

52 

80 

I 

95 

2 

00 

6 

00 

35 

700 

00 

J877  36 


Paid: 

CD.  Jewell,  selectman  $38  80 

C  A.  Davis,          "  29  75 

H.  R.  Hall,          "  26  GO 


A.  G.  Brown,  school  board  $18  06 

G.  W.  Bailey,           "  15  60 

P.  M.  Plumer,           "  8  95 

J.  D.  L.  Hall,  supervisor  3  00 

A.  A.  Remick,  "  2  25 
P.  M.  Plumer,  "  2  25 
John  A.  Kinne,  school  treasurer  5  00 

'  Daniel  Kidder,  town  treasurer  25  00 

Daniel  Kidder,  moderator  i   50 

W.  H.  Hunkins,  town  clerk  ^  15  00 

W.  H.  Hunkins,  assistant  librarian  2  50 

Josiah  Wheet,  school  district  clerk  i   50 

B.  S.  Kinne,  librarian  5  00 
J.  W.  Burley,  auditor  i  50 
Josiah  Wheet,  "  i  50 
J.  D.  L.  Hall,  truant  officer  20  00 

C.  D.  Jewell,  fire  warden  2  00 
G.  J.  Avery,  police  4  50 
Daniel  Kidder,  overseer  of  poor  8  00 
P.  M.  Plumer,  collector  45  00 


ABATEMENTS 


$282  66 


1904,  P.  M.  Plumer  collector: 

James  Merry,  poll  $2  60 

1905,  P.  M.  Plumer,  collector: 

Lewis  Hoyt,  poll  $2  55 

George  McKinley,  poll  2  55 

Harry  Parker,  paid  in  Nottingham  2  55 

$7  65 

$10  25 


7 
CASH  RECEIPTS  PAID 


John  N.  Kinne,  school  treasurer 
Ora  A.  Brown,  county  tax 
Solon  A.  Carter,  state  tax 


The  selectmen  charge  themselves  with  cash  re- 
ceived as  follows  : 

Amount  committed  to  collector 
Received  from  state  school  fund 

Literary  fund 

Savings  bank  tax 
In  hands  Daniel  Kidder,  treasurer  1904 
Town  clerk  dog  license 
P.  M.  Plumer,  collector  1904 


RECAPITULATION 


$691 

83 

197 

33 

178 

50 

$1,067  66 


^2,427 

04 

103 

52 

45 

10 

158 

71 

1,370 

62 

34 

40 

639 

05 

$4,778  44 


Paid : 

Town  officers'  bills 

$282  66 

Miscellaneous 

877  36 

Highways  and  bridges 

868  84 

Cash  receipts 

1,067  66 

Abatements 

10  25 

In  hands  of  Daniel  Kidder,  treasurer 

994  46 

P.  M.  Plumer,  collector 

657  43 

Overseer  poor  county  bills 

19  78 

^,778  44 


IvIABILITlES 

J.  W.  Burley,  note 

$399  09 

Joanna  Colburn,  note 

159  08 

Raised  for  state  aid 

49  CO 

Set  apart  for  state  aid 

98  00 

ASSETS 

In  hands  of  Daniel  Kidder,  treasurer 

J.    N.  Kinne,  collector    1899 

"  "  I 900 

P.  M.  Plumer,  collector  1905 

Town  safe 

Conditional  notes 

Road  machine 

Due  from  county 

liabilities,  Feb.  15,  1906 

Balance  in  favor  of  town  Feb.  15,  1906 

1905 


Gain 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAREIE  D.  JEWELL, 
CHARLES  A.  DAVIS, 
HERBERT  R.  HALL, 


I705   17 

$994  46 

2  92 

657  43 

200  00 

12  72 

10  00 

19  78 


$r 

,898 

86 

705 

17 

$1 

,193 

69 

I 

,152 

72 

$40  97 


Selectmen 

of 
Groton. 


We,  the  undersigned  have  carefully  examined  the 
foregoing  accounts,  and  find  them  correctly  cast  and 
properly  vouched. 


JOSEPH   W.  BURLEY,  |  Auditors 
JOSIAH    WHEET,  |  ^umtors. 


Treasurer's  Report,  1905 


Received  of  town  treasurer,  1904  $1,37°  62 

Town  clerk,  dog  license  34  40 

Selectmen's  savings  bank 

tax  158  71 

Selectmen's  school  fund  103  52 

"  literary  '*  45   10 

P.  M.  Plumer,  collector,  1904     639  05 

1905   1,769  61 


Paid  orders  of  selectmen  i  to  loi  in- 
clusive $3,126  55 
In  hands  of  treasurer,   Feb.  16,  1906         994  46 


L,i2i  01 


|.,i2i  01 


Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  KIDDER,  Treasurer. 
We,    the  undersigned,  having  carefully  examin'ed  the 
foregoing    accounts,    find    the    same    correctly    cast  and 
properly  vouched. 

JOSEPH  W.  BURLEY,  I  ,^. 
JOSI  AH  WHEET,  f  ^"^1^0^^. 


Report  of  Overseer  of  Poor 


Three  applications  have  been  made  to  the  overseer 
the  past  year  for  aid  : 

July  1 8,  the  application  of  Sabna  J.  Page.  This 
was  proved  to  belong  to  the  county.  No  town  funds 
expended. 

July  22,  application  by  W.  A.  Flanders,  Atty.  of 
Wentworth  in  behalf  of  Lizzie  Coles.  This  was  proved 
to  belong  to  county  and  no  expense  incurred. 

Jan.  25,  Ammon  Joseph  Bacon  made  application. 
This  case  was  proved  to  belong  to  the  county.  The  sick- 
ness and  death  of  his  wife  called  for  immediate  aid,  and 
an  expense  of  $19.78  was  incurred. 

Received  of  town  $25  78 

Disbursed  as  follows : 

Paid  : 
Wallace  Gurney  &  Co.,  supplies  for 

Bacon  $0  78 

Fowler  &  Co.,  medicine  for  Bacon  i  00 

Mrs.  Ellen  G.  Nelson,  care  of  Mrs. 

Bacon  3  00 

Henry  B.  Stevens,  casket  for  Mrs. 

Bacon 
Henry  B.  Stevens,  removing  corpse 

iiQ  78 
J.  W.  Burley,  taking  deposition 
Charlie  D.  Jewell, 
Burleigh  &  Adams,  advice 


12 

CO 

3 

00 

$x 

00 

I 

00 

I 

00 

II 


Expenses  of  overseer  $2  00 

Services         "  3  00 

$8  00 


S25   78 


Due  town  from  county  $19  7^ 

DANIEIy  KIDDER,  Overseer  of  Poor. 

We  the  undersigned  having  carefully  examined  the 
foregoing  accounts,  find  the  same  correctly  cast  and 
properly  vouched. 

JOSEPH  W.  BURLEY,  K^.itors 
JOSIAH  WHEET,  |i^uaitors. 


Library  Report 


Books  in  circulation  Feb.  15,  1906                                        900 

Patrons  during  the  year  60 

Books  read  525 

For  fines  and  cards  sold  $0  50 

Postage  paid  06 

Record  book  10 

B.  S.  KINNE,  Librarian. 


Treasurer's  Report 

OF  GROTON  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Received  from  treasurer  1904 
Received  order  on  town  treasurer 
Fines  and  cards  sold 


Postage  paid 
Record  book 


$1  62 

15    CO 

51 

$17  13 

06 

10 

16 

Cash  on  hand  $16  97 

JOHN  N.  KINNK,  Treasurer. 


Report  of  the  School  Board 


To  THE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  GROTON  : 

The  school  board  herewith  submit  their  report  for  the 
year  ending  March  i,  1906. 

Four  schools  of  three  terms  each  have  been  maintained 
by  the  school  district  during  the  year.  We  have  sent  nine 
scholars  to  Dorchester  and  received  five  from  Orange. 
The  school  at  North  Groton  District  No.  4  was  under  the 
instruction  of  Miss  Bessie  M.  Foster  throughout  the  year. 
Length  of  terms  ten  weeks  each.  Miss  Foster  is  a  teacher 
of  experience,  having  taught  eleven  terms  previous  to  her 
service  in  this  district.  During  the  fall  term  a  dissatis- 
faction arose  among  some  of  the  parents  on  account  of  the 
discipline  administered  to  their  children  and  a  petition  was 
presented  to  the  school  board  requesting  the  dismissal  of 
the  teacher.  A  meeting  for  a  hearing  was  called,  Miss 
Foster  was  fully  sustained,  and  the  school  was  continued 
without  further  trouble.  She  was  retained  for  the  winter 
term. 

We  think  if  the  scholars  of  this  school  had  tried  as 
hard  to  help  their  teacher  as  she  did  to  help  them  better 
progress  would  have  been  made. 

In  District  No.  8.  Length  of  terms  10  weeks  each. 
The  spring  term  was  taught  by  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Clark. 
Mrs.  Clark  is  a  teacher  of  large  experience.  She  labored 
hard  for  the  interest  of  the  scholars  and  good  improvement 
was  made.  Miss  Annie  M.  Wheeler  taught  the  fall  and 
winter  terms  with  her  usual  success. 
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In  District  No.  9,  the  spring  term  was  twelve  weeks, 
the  fall  term  thirteen,  and  winter  term  seven.  Two  weeks 
were  due  this  school  last  year  which  were  made  up  in  the 
spring  term.  This  school  has  been  under  the  supervision 
of  Miss  Mary  A.  Rogers,  for  two  years.  Miss  Rogers 
taught  her  first  school  in  this  district,  commencing  her 
experience  as  a  teacher  in  Ma}^  of  1904.  She  was  so  suc- 
cessful and  the  requests  for  her  retention  have  been  so 
numerous  that  she  has  been  employed  for  each  successive 
term  since.  The  school  has  steadily  improved  under  her 
instruction,  and  in  rank  is  now  the  first  in  town. 

In  District  No.  10,  spring  term  of  ten  weeks  was 
taught  by  Miss  Annie  M.  Wheeler,  it  being  her  fourth 
successive  term  in  that  district.  Miss  Wheeler  like  Miss 
Rogers  began  to  teach  in  Groton  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. We  can  heartil}^  recommend  either  of  these  young 
ladies  to  teach  in  any  common  school. 

The  fall  term  of  twelve  weeks  was  a  very  profitable 
one,  taught  by  Miss  C.  Lrcslie  Barnes,  who  is  a  teacher  of 
ability.  We  were  disappointed  that  she  had  a  call  to  a 
better  position  so  we  could  not  keep  her  for  the  winter 
term. 

The  winter  term  was  eight  weeks  in  length.  Al- 
though a  short  term  good  improvement  was  made.  We 
felt  that  we  were  fortunate  in  securing  Mrs.  Lola  G. 
Coolidge's  services  to  succeed  Miss  Barnes. 

ROLL  OF  HONOR 

FOR  THREE  TERMS 

Maud  L.  Manion,  Alice  Reynolds,  Daisy  Gurney, 
Frank  Gurney,  George  Gurney,  Viola  Mathews,  Lillian 
Remick. 


i6 


FOR  TWO  TERMS 

Perle}^  Duncklee,  Rexford  Wheet,  Lee  H.  Wheet, 
Verne  Wheet,  Ellen  G.  Manion,  Frank  Mathews,  Perley 
Mathews,  Maud  Coolidge,  Herbert  Remick,  Cecelia  A. 
Hikel,  Henry  Hikel. 

FOR  ONE  TERM 

Edward  J.  Wise,  Edith  L.  Merry,  Emma  Gurne}^ 
Lura  E.  Butterfield,  Ruey  A.  Plumer,  Addie  H.  Powers, 
Oscar  R.  Powers,  Lewis  R.  Smith,  Luella  F.  Smith,  Rilla 
M.  Butterfield,  Frank  Butterfield. 

GENERAL  REMARKS 

New  text  books  to  the  amount  of  nearl}'  $79  have 
been  supplied  to  the  schools  this  year,  including  four  of 
Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionaries,  one  for  each  school; 
these  alone  cost  $20.  Some  book  of  reference  seems  to  be 
necessary  in  every  school-room.  We  have  had  none  of 
any  kind  so  we  deemed  it  best  to  supply  the  dictionaries. 
The  old  text  books  were  entirel}-  used  up  and  nearh^ 
worthless.  It  was  necessar)^  that  new  ones  should  be 
supplied.  The  manner  in  which  the  school  books  have 
been  abused  and  destroyed  in  the  past  is  shameful.  We 
have  had  display  cards  printed  and  posted  in  each 
schoolroom,  with  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  books 
which  if  enforced  will,  we  hope,  effect  a  reformation. 

Some  very  unpleasant  things  have  occurred  in  con- 
nection with  our  school  work  this  year.  Some  needless 
expense  has  been  incurred.  To  those  who  feel  disposed 
to  criticise,  we  would  say,  please  ascertain  as  far  as  pos- 
sible the  facts.  Ask  yourselves  these  questions — Have 
we  not  had  good  teachers  ?  Are  the  parents  and  scholars 
just  what  they  ought  to  be?  Is  it  the  fault  of  those  in 
official   positions,   or   those   who  put   them  there  ?     After 
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carefully    considering    these   questions  let   the  blame  fall 
where  it  belongs. 

We  thank  all  who  have  supported  us  this  year. 

ALMARETTA  G.  BROWN, 
GEORGE  W.  BAILEY, 
PRESCOTT  M.  PLUMER. 
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School  Treasurer's  Report 


Feb.  14,  1906. 
Repair  money  received  of  treasurer,  1904  $18  96 

School  money  received  of  treasurer,  1904 
Tuition  from  town  of  Orange,  1904 

1905 
May  21,  Tuition  from  Dorchester 
June  15,  Order  on  town  treasurer 
July  22,   Received  tuition  from  Orange 

Nov.  21,  Received  order  on  town  treasurer  391   83 

1906 
Jan.    6,   Received  tuition  from  Orange  15  00 


MONEY  PAID  FOR  SCHOOIvS 

DISTRICT  NO.  4 

Bessie  M.  Foster,  teaching  10  weeks 
George  W.  Bailey,  boarding  10  weeks 
Bessie  Duncklee,  sweeping  schoolhouse 
Bessie  M.  Foster,  teaching  20  weeks 
Geo.  W.  Bailey,  boarding  teacher  20  weeks 
Geo.  W.  Bailey,  wood  in  Dist.  No.  4  and  8 
Geo.  W.  Bailey,  building  fires  and  sweeping 
Geo.  W.  Bailey,  broom,  waterpail  and  cleaning 

schoolhouse 
Geo.  W.  Bailey,  tuition  in  Dorchester 


^Ho 

07 

?A 

75 

55 

50 

300 

00 

II 

75 

$888  96 


40 

CO 

25 

00 

I 

GO 

80 

CO 

50 

00 

13 

CO 

10 

00 

2 

80 

36 

50 

$20 

00 

20 

00 

20 

00 

8 

13 

60 

00 

40 

60 

00 

$446  83 

$66 

00 

72 

00 

35 

67 

4 

CO 

I 

00 

20 

NO.  8 

Sarah  E.  Clark,  teaching  5  weeks 

E.  A.  Muzzey,  boarding  teacher  10  weeks 
Almaretta  G.  Brown,  wood  and  supplies 
Annie  Wheeler,  teaching  and  board 
Ray  Muzzey,  splitting  wood 
Annie  Wheeler,  teaching  and  board 

NO.  9 
Mary  A.  Rogers,  teaching  and  board  12  weeks 

P.  M.  Plumer,  wood  for  Dist,  9,  10 

"  cleaning  schoolhouses.  No.  9,  10 

"  "         waterclosets  No.  9,   10 

P.  M.  Plumer,  teaching  16  weeks  schooling  and 

board  96  00 

NO.  10 
Annie  Wheeler,  teaching  and  board  10  weeks 
E.  Leslie  Barnes,  teaching  12  weeks 
P.  M.  Plumer,  stove  and  pipe  and  zinc 

REPAIRS 

Almaretta  G.  Brown,  repairs 

P.  M.  Plumer,  repairs,  painting  blackboards 

Geo.  W.  Bailey,  repairs 


Repair  money  received  from  treasurer,  1904 
Paid  on  orders  of  school  board 

Balance  in  hanks  of  treasurer  |i  97 


55 

CO 

72 
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School  money  received  $888  go 

Paid  on  orders  of  school  board  859  70 

Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer  $29  20 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  KINNE,  Treasurer. 

We,  the  undersigned,  having  carefully  examined  the 
foregoing  accounts,  find  them  correctly  cast  and  properly 
vouched. 

JOSEPH  W.  BURLEY,  1 
JOSIAH   WHEET,  j  ^"^i^ors. 
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GEORGE  C.  CRAIG, 

RTJMNBY  DEPOT.   N.   H. 

General  Store 

A  large  assortment  of  Ready-Made  Clothing, 
Flour,  Feed,  Salt,  Nails  and  Wire,  Lime, 
Cement,  Drain  Pipe  and  Sugar  bought  by 
the  ear,  which  we  sell  at  wholesale  prices, 
in  quantity. 

Purniture. 

We  now  have  what  the  town  has  long  needed,  a  line 
of  furniture  which  includes  Stands,  Center  /Tables, 
Extension  Tables,  Dining  Chairs  and  Rockers,  in 
variety  of  styles  and  prices.  Children's  High  Chairs 
and  Rockers,  Writing  Desks,  Foot  Rests,  Iron  Bed- 
steads, Springs,  Mattresses,  Quilts,  Bedspreads  and 
Rugs. 

New  goods  constantly  added  :  Second-hand  furniture 
also  bought  and  sold. 

George  C.  Craig.  Carrie  A.  Craig. 

A  complete  stock  of  up-to-date  Undertaker's  goods 
at  reasonable  prices.     Galls  attended  night  and  day. 
Flowers  furnished  for  all  occasions. 
Telephone  house  and  store. 


